National Scheme of Delegation – Briefing Note	 September 2026
Regulations that apply: Town and Country Planning (Discharge of Local Planning Authority Functions) (England) Regulations 2026.
Nationally prescribed that have been subject to consultation administered by Central Government.
· Planning Reform Working Paper: Planning Committees December 2024 (not consultation)
· Planning & Infrastructure Bill (Royal Assent December 2025).
· Draft Regulations and statutory guidance published for consultation (closed 23rd April 2026).
Decisions taken on or after 31st October 2026 must be taken in line with new regulations and if not, could be considered unlawful.
Local Planning Authorities should commence the work of changing constitutions to reflect the new regulations.
Introduced to:
· Provide greater clarity and consistency of decision-making.
· Address variation and inconsistency across the country.
· Ensure planning committees focus on applications of strategic importance; scrutinise development without obstructing it.
· Routine and technical decisions determined by officers.
· Reduce appeals that overturn planning decisions made at committees.
· This legislation comes into force on the 31st October 2026.
Regulations apply to all relevant Local Planning Authorities.
Consequences of non-compliance are serious with significant risks to the LPA.
Each LPA must understand which of its existing application types fall into Schedule 1 (mandatory officer delegation) and Schedule 2 (presumed officer delegation with a referral gateway) or the own-interest category.
Not all Schedule 2 or own-interest applications would be referred to committee; Regulations provide for consideration through a gateway test.
Presumption throughout is officer delegation and referral to committee is the exception. 
Committee consideration must be actively justified through the Gateway Test and recorded.
Currently Ward Councillor or other members can call-in applications for decision at Committee – no provision in new regulations and call-in would no longer apply. A request for a referral to Committee can be submitted but will not have the same weight or significance.
Triggers requiring automatic referral to committee including town and parish councils – no provision in new regulations and will not apply.
New - Gateway test referral procedure with transparency and recording obligation
New - maximum 13 member Committee size.
Protocol for representations by ward members for Committee consideration – referral form for Schedule 2 applications.
Referral to Committee
Consideration of Schedule 2 applications to be referred to Planning Committee
· Agreement of both:
· Nominated Member (Chair of Planning Committee).
· Nominated Officer (Chief Planning Officer or equivalent).
· Arrangements needed to provide cover when nominated member/officer are not available.
· No agreement – default Officer decision.
· Where there may be a significant number of Schedule 2 or own-interest applications which may need to be considered for referral to committee, consider a triage process (no guidance provided).
Gateway Test
The gateway test is the statutory criteria for the referral of applications to committee where at least one of the following criteria applies:
· Where the application raises a significant planning matter having regard to the development plan and any other material considerations.
· Where the application raises an economic, social or environmental issue of significance to the local area.
The nominated officer and nominated member must:
· keep a record of cases they have been considered for referral
· the outcome of the decision and reasons for decision – and this should be reported to committee on a regular basis and 
· publish the record on the LPA’s website. 
Where agreement cannot be reached on the gateway test, the case must be delegated to officers to decide. 
Further reading
The Town and Country Planning (Discharge of Local Planning Authority Functions) (England) Regulations 2026 - (made 15 July 2026).
Planning Committees and the National Scheme of Delegation of Planning Functions: Guidance for local planning authorities in England - GOV.UK - (published 1st June 2026).

