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Character Area Profile Legends and Glossa ry  

Key Features Map   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term   Explanation   
Key View  Views of the skyline or landscape across the District, often created by the 

lie of the land or landmark features. They help provide key first/lasting  
impressions of the District and they make a major contribution to the  
character of an area   

Landmark  Notable buildings that stand out �± they help create key first/lasting 
impressions of areas and are identified with particular places   

Node  key movement points of the District, but not as prominent as gateways  
Gateway  Key entrance/exit points of the District and communities across it e.g. 

major road junctions and where the urban and rural areas meet. Help 
create key first/lasting impressions of areas   

Primary key 
route   

The most popular roads used to access the District and pass through on 
journeys to the wider area e.g. Shropshire and the Black Country or  
Birmingham.   

Secondary key 
route   

Used primarily for key local journeys to neighbouring areas or within the 
District.   

Minor key route  Similar to secondary routes but used on a lesser scale.  
Accessible  
Greenspace  

Accessible public green space throughout the urban areas used for  
�O�H�L�V�X�U�H���S�X�U�S�R�V�H�V�����&�R�X�Q�W�U�\�V�L�G�H���D�U�H�D�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H�Q�¶�W���R�S�H�Q���W�R���W�K�H���S�X�E�O�L�F���D�U�H����
excluded. Major greenspaces are identified because of their District-wide 
importance. The network of greenspace contributes to the character of  
an area.    
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Landscape Character Types Map  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Term   Explanation   
Historic Town 
Centre   

Old town centres of Cannock, Rugeley and Hednesford- have medieval 
or early/mid 19th century origins and surviving old buildings   

Town Centre  
Redevelopment  

Parts of the old town centre knocked down and rebuilt in modern style- 
often as indoor malls or markets   

Edge of Historic 
Town Centre   

Buildings that are often larger e.g. supermarkets or cinemas so have 
located on the edge for more space for the development    

Historic Local 
Centre   

Old local centres of Heath Hayes, Chadsmoor, Bridgtown and Brereton 
that have long history and have surviving old buildings, mainly from the 
19th/early 20th century   

Industrial- 
Victorian   

Residential areas built in the 18th-early 20th century. Includes traditional 
terraced houses and some large, grand estate buildings    

Inter War  Residential areas built in the early-mid 20th century (1914-1945). Often 
semi-detached properties or bunglows   

Post War  Residential areas built between 1945-1990s. Often semi-detached or 
detached properties and are large estates   

Modern  Residential areas built from 1990s/2000 to the present day. Similar to 
post-war but can also include flats/apartments   

Large Scale  
Industrial and 
Commercial   

Areas for businesses e.g. business parks at Kingswood Lakeside in 
Cannock or the Towers in Rugeley   
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River  
Meadowlands  

Flat area created by the flooding of the River Trent. Meadows and trees 
are a key feature of this countryside. Some farming and industrial  
activities occur in this area.    

Wooded  
Estatelands  

Large, dense woodland is key feature of this countryside. Some valleys 
created by streams and rivers. Farming occurs in the area.   

Settled  
Farmlands  

Flatter areas which are mainly laid out for farming or horse grazing e.g.  
�µ�J�U�D�V�V�H�G�¶���I�L�H�O�G�V�� Trees and hedgerows are a key feature, but they are not 
large woodlands.    

Sandstone Hills 
and Heath   

Heath plants and woodland, valleys and hills are key features of this 
countryside. Horse grazing and farming occurs in the area.   

Planned  
Coalfield  
Farmland  

Flat areas previously used for coal mining and since filled in. Rather than 
�U�H�F�R�Y�H�U�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���F�R�D�O���P�L�Q�L�Q�J���µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�O�\�¶���W�K�H���U�H�V�W�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���K�D�V���E�H�H�Q���P�R�U�H����
planned, with planting of trees and heath plants purposefully e.g. at  
Kingswood Lakeside. Farming and industrial activities occur in the area.   

Coalfield  
Farmland  

Flat areas previously used for coal mining and since filled in. Mainly 
grass and woodland areas with some open water features. Farming 
occurs in the area. The area has been allowed to recover from coal  
�P�L�Q�L�Q�J���µ�Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�O�\�¶������ 

Term   Explanation   
Character Type Descriptions  Character types refer to the categories given to 

the time and period of development in a  
particular area e.g. is it residential or  
commercial, built after 1945 or before. There  
are several character types as set out in the  
relevant legend above   

Rugeley/Cannock EUS (2009/10) and 
HUCAs   

Rugeley/Cannock Extensive Urban Survey-  
provided detailed analysis of the history and  
present day built form of the two town centres. 
HUCA = Historic Urban Character Area   

Historic Environment Character  
Assessment and CHECZ/RHECZ  

Provides analysis of historic sensitivity of  
selected areas in the District. CHECZ=  
Cannock Historic Environment Character Zone. 
RHECZ= Rugeley Historic Environment  
Character Zone   

Landscape Character Assessment  Provides analysis of landscape features and  
their sensitivity/quality across the District.   
Heathland, Wooded Estatelands etc all refer to 
a particular type of distinctive landscape and  
are explained fully in the assessment (or  
summarised above)   

Cannock Chase Local List  A list of buildings or structures which are of 
local importance   



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A5 Corri dor   
Charac ter Descr ipti on:  Prominent route to/through the District, A5 part of strategic road network with enhanced prominence following  
construction of M6 Toll road and junctions. Built-up western section mainly mid-late 20th century/modern large scale commercial/industrial 
character area with some smaller scale early 20th century buildings, including residential, and some larger scale leisure use.  Eastern  section 
has rural character with limited roadside development, within Green Belt (see Outlying Buildings character area).   
Key features are:   

�x A5 follows line of Watling Street, a Roman road, in a wide   
corridor. Western section retains its commercial character via  
modern developments.     

�x Area comprises former 19th century industrial landscape of   
colliery, canals, locks, coal pits and brick works, now largely   
gone but may be potential for surviving archaeology. Area  
adjoins adjacent Coalfield Farmlands landscape character area.  

�x Large commercial sites each side of western A5 comprise   
series of mostly modern buildings set back from road with ad   
hoc frontages/signage lacking significant tree planting on long  
stretches.  East and north across Eastern Way and Kingswood  
Lakeside are distinct retail/business parks and innovative   
buildings in well-landscaped settings, with lakes and native   
woodland planting at Kingswood Lakeside.   

�x Small scale residential property (interwar bungalows and   
terraced Victorian housing) along frontages near Bridgtown,   
mostly light coloured render with frontage fences/walls/ hedges.  

�x Variety of design, scale and materials, dominated by large,   
�µ�E�Xl�N�\�¶ developments in brick, cladding and glass.    

�x Saredon Brook to south of area fuelled many older industrial   
uses and is key natural landscape feature of historic interest.   

�x Area well served by transport routes including M6 Toll.   
�µ�*�D�W�Hways�¶ at Churchbridge and Longford Island, with landmark 
buildings e.g. Ramada Hotel and Longford House.     

�x Views along corridor constrained by railway bridge/roadside   
development at Churchbridge, elswhere open views across  
level terrain with business parks visible on rising ground at  
Kingswood Lakeside/Eastern Way.   

Key Local  Desig n Principles o�U���µ�1�Hw development should�¶:   
�x Reinforce commercial uses along western section of A5   

recognising its key economic potential for District.   
�x Encourage use of high quality frontage treatment and   

signage to commercial development with soft landscaping  
providing a unifying feature, to create visual/road safety   
and environmental enhancement along this strategic   
corridor which �L�V���D�Q�¶ Air Quality Management Zone�¶.   

�x Retain and supplement areas of mature tree planting at   
western end of corridor.   

�x Continue to promote high quality design and landscape   
principles of more recent development e.g Kingswood  
Lakeside.   

�x Recognise scope for variety of good quality design and   
materials throughout area whilst respecting scale of   
existing development.   

�x Recognise industrial heritage of area and seek to enhance  
surviving locally distinctive features and their settings,  
including proposed restoration of Hatherton Canal route  
through this area.    

�x Respect and enhance the forms of historic farmsteads in   
their landscape context.  

Further In formati on:   
�x Cannock EUS (2009) �± HUCAs 15-17   
�x Landscape Character Assessment (2008)- Coalfield   

Farmlands   
�x Cannock Chase Local List   
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Landmark 2- Ramada Hotel  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Charac ter and Landscape Types (period/time of developm ent 
and type of open coun trysi de nearby)    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Based on Ordnance Survey Mapping with the Permission of the contro�O�O�H�U���R�I���K�H�U���0�D�M�H�V�W�\�¶�V���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q�D�U�\���2�I�I�Lce © Crown Copyright. 
Unauthorised reproduction infringes Crown  Copyright and may lead to prosecution or civil proceedings.     
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Hednesford  Town Centre and Histor ic Suburbs   
Charac ter Descr ipti on:  A small town with strong links to former mining and horse racing industries that contributed to the areas rapid   
development in the 19th century.  At foot of Hednesford Hills on edge of Cannock Chase. Suburbs largely 20th century in character but with 
remnants of former Industrial/Victorian properties.  Town centre undergoing regeneration which aims to enhance the retail offer.     
Key features are:   

�x The listed Cross Keys Inn, a former coaching inn, dating from 1746,lies at  
edge of character area in old centre of Hednesford, approx ¾ mile south  
of present day town centre.  Despite �W�R�Z�Q�¶�V���S�R�V�V�L�Ele origins in 11th   
century developing into a small village in 16th century most of surviving  
historic buildings and features date from 19th century, reflecting rapid   
growth of area related to expansion of coal mining.     

�x Area influenced by surrounding Heathland landscape character and   
prominence of Hednesford Hills designated �¶common l�D�Q�G�¶��  Topography   
of Hills creates a unique green backdrop to the town.   

�x Present day town centre has19th century character with predominantly 2   
storey buildings with shops lining the winding main street, and some   
modern/contemporary infill e.g. The Lightworks.  Ongoing regeneration  
plans will modernise this character further with new   
development/redevelopment at each end of the man street and to the  
north.  Red brick and grey tiling dominates, with some rendering and   
yellow brickwork.  Unique detailing to property in Market Street reinforces  
tradition and distinctive character.  Mainly 2 storey, terraced properties   
with some 3 storey.  High-medium density.   

�x Surviving 19th century 2 storey residential property and grid street pattern   
to east at Church Hill and elsewhere around town centre.Mid-20th century  
development to south with plenty of bungalows.  Post-war development   
lower density, 1960s-70s in character, varied materials/detailing.     

�x Area acts as key �µgateway�¶ between the wider Cannock urban area and   
the rural Chase/Hednesford Hills (urban-rural fringe character) along a  key 
route which links north-south.  Key landmarks are the listed Angelsey 
Lodge (1831) standing well back from road at west end of town centre   
and Hednesford War Memorial (1930s) on edge of Hills.  The nearby Our  
Lady of Lourdes Catholic church dates from1927-1933, built in 13th   
century style with French overtones.     

�x Distinct features reflect local heritage and identity e.g. town clock and  
Miners Memorial in front of the Library.  Hednesford Park provides   
important landscape setting to north of town centre with community  
recreation facilities.   

Key Local  Desig n Principles o�U���µ�1�Hw development  
should�¶:   
�x Preserve/enhance locally distinctive key features of   

Hednesford town centre and historic suburbs,  
including the winding street layout, small scale of   
development and key features of historic and local   
interest and their settings.   

�x Preserve/enhance the rural-urban fringe character  
including key landscape assets of Hednesford Hills,   
Park and mature trees visible around town.  Draw   
upon this landscape character as inspiration for further 
�µ�J�U�H�H�Q�L�Q�J�¶ public spaces in the urban environment and  
buffering the urban edge.    

�x Encourage high quality shopfront and signage design   
and materials appropriate to the particular building   
within the town centre and support a wide range of   
mixed uses and small independent shops to enhance  
variety and vitality.   

�x Support high quality public realm design and materials  
with reduction of clutter, and pursue opportunities for  
public art to further enhance local identity e.g next  
phases of Miners Memorial.   

Further in formati on:    
�x See character types descriptions for further   

information on the built character and detailing.   
�x Landscape Character Assessment (2008)- Heathland   
�x Historic Environment Character Assessment (2009)-   

CHECZ 5-7   
�x Cannock Chase Local List    
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Charac ter and Landscape Types (perio d/type of    
develo pment  and type of open countrysi de nearby  
 
 
 
 
 

Landmark 7 �± Our Lady of Lourdes  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Landmark 8 �± War Memorial 
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